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RefleRionsgn Death, &c. 


POW Ca 


night, I cake my ſolitary and con- 
tenplative walk in the church-yard, with 


what a feeling concern do I reflect on the 


Irving world around me! How ſtriking 


| thecontraſt ! Herereſt in quiet and peace, 
the well-migh forgotten remains of thoſe 
who once filled up buſy ſpheres on the 


earth ! Al thote diſtinctions which they 
ſo 4X1 12uſly courted, are now forever done 
away: Al thoſe animoſites which they ſo 


warmly agitated, are now for ever huſhed 
and forgotten; and all thoſe complainings 
and ſighs which they ſo mournfully utter'd | 
are ſilenced for ever, and heard no more, 
Let oa tac great theatre of the world the 
ſuame parts are ſtill acting; rhe ſame place 
and pre-eminence the ſame propenſity to 


malice and envy ; the ſame repining and 


 lameniaygons are found z--aSif generations 


preceding Yea?! no leſſins of in ttuction as 


if nen utterly forgot that their hour ap- 


inted was haitily advancing. 


Oh that they were wiſe, that they underſtood 
theſe things, that they would conſi 25 their lau- 
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powerfully, ſo ſtrongly teaches as a conſi- 


deration of that latter end- which is of 


eneral concern, for every ſon of Adam 
is equally intereſted! Can we reflect upon 
the day or diflojdtion approaching, when 
every ſublunary hope ſhall ceaſe,and every 
worldly project vaniſh as the ſhadow ; can 
we ſurvey the ſolemn manſionsot the dead, 
where the mingling duſt beſpeak the folly 
of all earthly pre-eminence and honour, 


and yet purſue, with unremitted chace, 


the fleeting vanities of lite ; and et induige, 


with unrelenting hearts, the burn ing paſſi- 


ons, which torture human peace, and mur- 


der man's felicity; Nay, and can it be 


poſſible that we ſhould look beyond the 


grave, and recollect that an cxiſtence ever= 
lafting awaits us, and not, ule every wile, 
every rational method to fecure to our 
ſouls the comforts of that exiſtence, when 
time hath cloſed upon us, and we have bod 
| 255 eternal adieu to all things here below? 


Thrice awful meditation Mayits power- 
ful inſtruction deeply impreſs my ſoul! 


Nothing reaches like death. It is indeed 
the wages of lin, and a feat ful evil we muſt 
needs allow it! Bur then it is a per- 


ſuaſive monitor, and. ſuperior to all things 
convinces us of, and leads us to combat 
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05 ! From Fes we may plainly diſcover 


What is the grand remedy againſt its fear 


and its power to-harm. Deſtroy hn and 


geath becomes no longer formidable; be 
cannot hurt or annoy, tor his ſting is taken 
away. But how ſhall we a this de- 
firable Enterprize, how deſtroy the ſting 


of acath? It is done, already done for us! 


Thanks be ta God, cho giveth us the victory 


1 ough our I ord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
* Here then, thou trembling mortal, 


who art every day diftrefling thy f-eble 7 


- ſoul with the fear of approaching death 


here behold the firſt and greateſt conſo- 


. under it: Faitb in "Jeſu: Chr iſt, 3 


bo through death deſtroyed him who bad ii 


the potver of death ; and will deliver thee 
from that fear of death; which all thy 


lifetime hat th kept thee in bondage ! Look. | 


to that triumphant Conqueror. who died 


on thecrols, and lay in the grave, to ſanc- 


tily it for us; fee in his precious redemp- 


tion a full pardon for all thy offences; 


and with the eye of faith ſteadily fixed u pon 
him, thoualſoſhal: triumph over em 
already vanquiſhed. 

This is the grand remedy againſt, and 
chief conſolation under, the fear of deah, 


t the knowledge and love of JeſusChriſt;” 


which properly underſtood, comprehends 
f other conſolation. But that we mar 
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er not be miſunderitood, Jer us, as 2 ſecond 2 
ar conſolation and remedy, recommend t 
d. the ſoul, deſirous of victory overthis te a7- 


e ful foe, ** an earneſt care to live a . life of 


n Þ obedience thro; igh that faith in Chritt, 12 2 


Which indeed without ſuch © bedience- wal 
be found weak to ſupport the firm ſtruc- 


1 ture of a joyful hope. Live as yo would 
„ | with to have lived /henyour anxious cad 
is laid upon the ying pillow: Live as the 
I, goſpel of that Saviour dire&s, through 
e hom alone you expect ſalvation; live 


h as you are aflured be will approve : The 


„ proſpect of death will then animate your 
» KH foul with forticude and delight; you will 
{ | wiſh to be diſſolved and Rag with Cbriſt! 


apprehenſion of deaths! “ We ſhall be 


6 with Chritt | We ſhall live with hem and 


be like him: Like in purity and holineſs, 
and like him in happineſs too Fran ſport- 


evil; nay, rather muſt we not welcome 
that as our greateſt good; ſent to a king» 


eternally ſurround us 


deceſfr/ of it. 8 our fear at all 


There again we enjoy another conlola- 
tion exquilire and unſveak ible. under the 


dom where joy and ret, and peace, ſhall | 


Another reflection which ought to abate | 
our fears, and reconcile us to death, is 
{ the abſolute certainty, and unavoidable 
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| ing thought! Can death be eſteemed an I, 


8 7 
1 * . — x 6 3 4 7 TY . 5 % A 
of ms þ 7 A * £5 ” 
2 * 2 Bt * q 4 4 
- — 
* FH — L 6 * = % * « 
4 * 
2 
— 


is | 8 
avail to prevent Wh 4, rokke, or even to re- 

e it, chey might well be allowed, and 
we ſhould have ſome plauſible reaſon to 
urge in their ſupport. But alas, the ſtroke 
is inevitable! Surely then it is our wiſdom 
to familiarize ourſelves to an event which 
n come ſhortly, and which, torender us 
ſtin more watchful, may come inſtantly, 
Claim ye then no more tke character of 
rational, ye ſimple ones of the earth, who 
ſtart at the thoughiis of death, and uſe every 
method which ingenious chought can de- 
vie, to diſſipate and driveitfromyou.-Lo, 
the moment comes, and utterly unpre- 
pared, ye muſt ſtand before your God. 
Conquer yourſelves; and remembering 


that death will come when it will come, 


review it inall its circumſtances, and learn 
through Cbriſt to gain a happy victory iſ 
over this dreadful leveller of all human 
diſtinction. 

And reflect, of what will death deprive | 
you? Not of being----which to us muſt. 
certainly be of all things moſt dear! No, 
the ſoul cannot ceaſeto be; it only chang- 
es its circumſtances and ate! But it 
ſeparates thoſe old and familliar friends 
the body and the ſou! And let us bleſs 
- God for the ſeparation. For who can re- 
gret a ſeparation from that fleſh, which is 


de ſeat of ſin and of 1 and which, 


Fg 


from both hath ſo 3 afflicted us 

with the molt piercing diſtreſs! No; fare 
well to the body, (we will ſay with joy) 
ſince thereby we bid an eternal farewell to 
ſickneſs and ſin! © But death ſeparates us 

from this world!” True; and it introduces 
to one unlike the preſent, where ſorrows 
and loſſes, diſappointments and trials, ſhall 
never more be known -But it ſeparates 


us from our friends !” ---Afflifting * |. 


ſeparation ! the tender heart muſt bleed, 
and the affectionate eye cannot fail to 
drop a tear! Vet look forward and be- 
hold--ſee in the joyful realms to which 
thy ſpirit is ſoaring- friends. immortal and 
Wunalterable friends waiting thy glad arri- 


val land perhaps many near to thy heart, 


have gone before thee. and will give thee” 

n enrapturing welcome. Nay, yet a little 
While and thou ſhalt receive to thy rejoic- 
Ing embraces, thoſe who: n thou haſt left 
weeping iu the vale of ſorrow ! | 
. Armed with theſe conſblationd who. 
Mall fear the ſtroke of death? Who but. 

muſt rejoice to relinquiſn this ſcene of tri- 
Al and trouble, and to commit their ſouls. 
nto the arms of their Saviour: Of a Fa- 
her, whoſe unwearied care is over all his 
vorks, and whoſe watchful providence ex- 
endeth to the minuteſt concerns of his 
treatures ? In that cheering truth the ſoul 
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m yt to the better will of ſuch a father, 4 


3 ſumate refignation-! n! 


Fo find comfort, as unde ee trialand; 
aff tion, more eſpecially whenthe moment 


of d-ath approaches; which a child, ſubs 


will Nceive with thankfulnels and con- 


4 


„s. refege death il come; wt af 


ter death judgment and a ſtate of Hliſs or 
miſery .unaltcrabie, let us, like the wiſe 


virgm, keepour lamps alway Sready trim- | 


: med and bu: ning, that we may never be 


' found unprepared. And that we may {till | 
be excited to a firit e en U$ 
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conte d plale thoſe great thinꝑs that. are to 
come hereafter; let us now ſuppoſe Bur- 
Ab 2s fummon'd to appear before the 
dee of God, and as about to re- 8 
ceivę that eternal. reward of our deeds--- | 
Henan or hell; Affecting thought! bloly B 
” Father---we treble and adore'? Writes | 1 
= be our © advocate! and interceſſor! 
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